διαδικτυακη τελετή για την παραδοση των θεσμων πολιτικησ δικονομιας, πεμπτη, 26 νοεμβριου 2020, ωρα 12 μ.
Honourable Attorney General of the Republic,

Honourable President and Members of the Supreme Court,
President and Members of the Rules Committee,
President and Members of the Court Reform Steering Committee,
Representatives of the European Commission and the Council of Europe,
The formal submission today of the proposed Civil Procedure Rules, constitutes a significant part of the reform of the justice system, currently under implementation. The Government, through the Ministry of Justice and Public Order and the Ministry of Finance, had been closely following the progress in close co-operation with the Director of Reform and Training, as well as the Court Reform Steering Committee. We consider that the current project is one of the most important projects in the reform agenda, which is expected to be vital in terms of improving the efficiency of courts and the speedy determination of civil actions. 
Of course, this is not the end of the road, but the beginning for the next, also important, steps: the smooth transition to the application on the field of the new Civil Procedure Rules, so that these be impactful and provide tangible results. The various activities necessary to facilitate the transition to the new Rules, that is the communication to and training of the judges, advocates and registrars, aiming at familiarizing and enhancing the understanding of all stakeholders on the changes, will instil a new culture which will allow for the maximisation of the benefits deriving from the reforms.
The reform of the justice system has been a long and demanding process, spanning over a number of years, requiring a lot of preparatory work before the actual results materialise. We believe that the review of the Civil Procedure Rules project, together with the Backlog project, which is also under way, will significantly improve efficiency in the delivery of justice.  
I would like to express the Government’s gratitude to our project partners: European Commission’s Directorate General for Structural Reform Support, for their close monitoring process, their close collaboration with all stakeholders which included technical meetings and adjustments when necessary, and for their continuous support in relation to the reform of the Justice System.
 I would also like to express my gratitude to the Council of Europe team engaged in this Project for their professionalism and the great work done.

I would like to thank the Supreme Court for their dedication and commitment for allowing Supreme Court judges to have the time to work on the Rules, and especially the Rules Committee for their hard work and their active position and important contributions to the Rules’ drafting and finalization, which brings the whole project now before its final and formal approval by the Supreme Court.
Last but not least, many thanks to the Director of Reform and Training for his indispensable contribution to the Project management and implementation.

I am pleased that we are taking steady steps towards holistic reform of the justice system. I would like to assure you that now that the Rules are completed and are ready for approval, the Ministry of Justice and Public Order is ready to proceed with any legislative amendments that may be needed in the existing laws, to ensure effective implementation of important new features in the new Rules. I also support the suggestion of Mr. Erotocritou for the establishment of a standing Rules Committee for a timely review and adaptation of Rules from time to time.
I am pleased to see that despite a difficult year due to the pandemic, and the unprecedented change of conditions related to this sanitary crisis and respective restrictions of travels and face-to-face meetings, there was an adaptation and flexibility in pursuing the Project, and progress continued, despite timeline changes from the initial planning.
I am also aware of the difficulties that arose during the project, including the additional tasks undertaken by the Rules Committee for the drafting of the forms and the attendance difficulties by its members. But despite all these, the Rules Committee did its best and because of the close cooperation and strong commitment of all parties, the team managed to achieve this result. 
Of course, I hope that the delay in the completion of the project, will not result in losing the momentum and that we will pursue efforts until the active implementation of the new rules. Having also in mind the e-justice project and electronic filing that is currently ongoing, it is very important to be on track, as further amendments may be necessary.
I take the opportunity to reaffirm the commitment of the Government for actively supporting of the implementation of reforms which aim at its modernisation, speeding up of the delivery of justice and improving the business environment of Cyprus. This is reflected not least in the significant additional resources which have been allocated to the Judiciary, such as the additional judicial posts for the backlog project and new buildings to house the new courts.  
I would like to highlight that the reform efforts of Cyprus in the area of justice have been positively reported in the first Rule of Law Report of the European Commission, recently adopted. An effective judicial system is very important in upholding the rule of law and the fundamental values, as well as for achieving economic development and strengthening of the attractiveness for international investments. 
I am now all ears to hear the presentation of the new Rules by the President of the Supreme Court and President of the Rules Committee, Mrs Panayi. 
In concluding, many thanks once again to all concerned, and I am looking forward to enlarging and strengthening the Council of Europe cooperation with Cyprus, but also with DG-Structural Reform Support of the European Commission on new joint projects.
3

